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Site Details

Name of site: Bedfont Lakes Country Park & Local Nature Reserve
Address: Clockhouse Lane, Bedfont, Middlesex, TW14 8QA
Originally adopted: 2007

Review 1: 2009

Review 2: December 2009 to January 2010

Next review: October 2010

2010 revision written by Eimear Mc Kernan, Parks and Community Development Officer, John Laing
Integrated Services in partnership with Andrew Smith, Client Manager, Leisure and Cultural Services,
London Borough of Hounslow and involvement from:

e Chris Pate, Head Ranger; Chris Slack, Senior Ecologist and Adam Cheeseman, Ecologist with
Continental Landscapes Limited;

e Michelle Morley, Business Resource Manager, John Laing Integrated Services;

e Martin Walker, Parks Contract Monitoring Officer, John Laing Integrated Services; and

e in consultation with the Friends of Bedfont Lakes, Bedfont Lakes Conservation Volunteers and
Bedfont Lakes Country Park Trust.

A 5 year Management Plan for 2009 to 2014.

Originally written in 2007, as part of a 10 year management plan, and converted to a more accessible 5 year

plan in 2009. This version is an update on the 2009 plan to accommodate the Green Flag Judge®
comments, suggestions from the community and consultations with the Friends of Bedfont Lakes, Bedfont

Lakes Conservation Volunteers and Bedfont Lakes Country Park Trust. The wider views of Houns | owo s
residents, on parks and open spaces in general, were also collected via a borough-wide survey and informed

the drafting of this management plan.

Not e: Al t hough physically divided by a railway I|Iine int

and fis outBedfontdakdseCouyntry Park & Local Nature Reserve Management Plan refers to the
entirety of the site.

To be fully reviewed and rewritten in 2013.
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Section I: Where are we now?
1.1 Introduction

This Management Plan for Bedfont Lakes Country Park provides guidance for the management and
development of the Park up to the year 2014. It is used as a tool to manage the service within the park and
adopts the criteria of the Green Flag Award scheme to measure the quality of the service against a nationally
recognised standard:

A A welcoming place

A Healthy, safe and secure
A Cl e an -neamtdinesve | |

A Sustainability

A Conservation and heritage
A Community involvement

A Marketing

A Megement

This is the first review of the current management plan. This plan incorporates feedback from the Green Flag
judges; the park rangers and managersbobservations over the year, as well as the views of the community,
friends group, volunteers and the park users.

The plan will be reviewed and updated on an annual basis.
This plan is a comprehensive account of all current and anticipated management issues for the whole park

with a particular emphasis on the developments programmed for 2010. It is written by John Laing Integrated
Services (JLIS), who were appointed, in 2008, by the London Borough of Hounslow (LBH) to manage the

boroughoés parks, open spaces, |, folbowiagr ai tendering process. Tlen d

maintenance of the parks and open spaces is subcontracted to Continental Landscapes Ltd (CLL), also
referred to as the subcontractor.

The new contracts have higher levels of staffing, dedicated Park Rangers and a Parks and Community
Development Officer. The Leisure and Cultural Services Team in the London Borough of Hounslow sets the
agenda for the overall operation of its parks and open spaces, acting as the client manager for the contract.
The vision of the Council in translated into management actions by John Laing Integrated Services, which in
turn informs operations carried out on the ground by the subcontractors, Continental Landscapes. Further
details on the organisation structure can be found in section 3.8: Management.

The Council and the re-tendering team decided early on in the process that the Green Flag Standard should
be at the heart of the new contract and that all its Parks, Gardens and Open Spaces should be maintained to
this standard irrespective of whether they were to be entered for a Green Flag.



Bedfont Lakes Country Park Management Plan 2010

1.2 Strategic Context

The principal policy documents that influence Bedfont Lakes Country Park are the Community Plan 2007,
Cultural Strategy 2001, Sport and Active Recreation Strategy 2005. A Parks and Open Spaces Strategy will
be delivered in 2010, by the London Borough of Hounslow, and will guide subsequent Management Plans for
Bedfont Lakes.

Council and Community Plan

The aims, objectives and targets outlined within this management plan directly link to the Hounslow
Community Plan 2007-2010 prepared by the Local Strategic Partnership. The enhancement and protection
of it he Bor ocopeg bpaces, p avrakk £,r way s a nigl ond of ohd key ehjestives pfdthe
Community Plan. The Plan also recognises the importance of parks and open spaces to the local community
and its contribution towards healthy lifestyles, learning, enjoyment and wellbeing.

The improvement of the boroughdés parks and open spaces
2008. The Pl an, fi B uwWil ddei on,g oPurtildien eBso rtohueg hCounci |l 6s top 10
fimprove the Boroughos parks, Thér&oursi ands| bopung tha

its top 10 promises will enable it to improve wellbeing and build civic pride in the borough.

Local Area Agreement (LAA) 7 National Indicator 197: fimproved local biodiversity i proportion of
Local Sites where active conservation management i s bei

NI197 was adoptedas part of t he Bor booagAred sgreement@008 it 20kl .sAs a resdle r
of adopting this priority, the Hounslow Biodiversity Action Plan Partnership aims to have approximately 60%
or more of its local sites in positive conservation management by 2011. Hounslow has over 581 hectares of
public open space and 1246 hectares of urban green space which makes up roughly 30% of the borough&
surface land area. Although, the wildlife value of different open spaces varies greatly, it is estimated that
954ha of green space is managed either wholly or partly for nature conservation but many other areas have
incidental nature conservation value.

The Hounslow Biodiversity Action Plan (HBAP) is used to support the delivery of National Indicator 197 and
prioritises actions for protecting, conserving and enhancing wildlife and habitats in the borough. The first
edition of the Hounslow Biodiversity Action Plan was published in 2003 and the new HBAP is currently being
revised to bring it up to date and in line with national and local priorities, with the aim of adopting the 5-year
plan by the end of 2010, following public consultation.

Cultural Strategy 2001-2005

The Council és Cultural Strategy outlines the need to
corridors and highlights the need to enhancetheBor ough dés wat er ways.

Sport and Active Recreation Strategy 2005-2010

The Council s Sport and Active Recreati onbeiBgaf mdgalegy air
residents and utilises sport as a vehicle to achieve this.

Parks and Green Spaces Strategic Framework

As part of Hounsl owds Parks aewWorGer eefmA SPraceaes &SIt rfacre gt t
Resources and Management f or P aamgiled ina200b, amierbrehy af gréen e en  Sp
spaces was defined, to reflect the needs of the community. The large number of Borough Parks were

rationalised to 5 strategic parks, one in each Area Committee. Borough Parks were classified according to

their having a unique character in terms of landscape, historic or geographical importance that attracts

borough wide users. Resources for these parks were increased with the aim of demonstrating a marked

improvement in their maintenance and development, in recognitonof it hei r particul ar value
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even national contexto .In the west area, Bedf ont Lakes
waterside habitats and space to be able to support community eventso .

ancausitrydidd park twithfunicuel

Parks and Open Spaces Strategy

The Environment Department, including the Strategic Planning and Leisure Teams at the London Borough of
Hounslow are currently carrying out consultation on green space and sports provision in the borough as part
of the PPG17 study and Parks and Open Spaces Strategy research.

The Parks and Open Spaces Strategy will be developed over the course of 2010 and the Open Space and
Sports Facility Study, based on PPG17 is due for completion in spring 2010. These strategies will provide a
framework for management and improvement of public open spaces across the Borough and guide future

Management Plans for the Bor oughés parks and open spaces, [
Plans.
1.3 Site description

Grid reference: TQ 080728
Total Area: 180acres / 721,500m?
OS Map 1:50,000: Sheet 176 West London

Bedfont Lakes is a Country Park and Nature Reserve of
180 acres, situated in Hounslow, west London. The park
is located in the southwest corner of the Borough and
comprises a significant area of green space, both in the
Borough and in London. The site is bisected by the
London Waterloo railway line, creating two areas known
as t h eNortfid a n dSoutho idss. (See location map
Appendix B). Within the North Side there is an area
statutorily designated for wildlife to be referred to here as - ;.
the Local Nature Reserve, part of which is specifically known as the Nature Reserve The smaller southside,
which comprises approximately one third of the site area, contains a historic orchard.

Bedfont Lakes Country Park opened to the public in 1995, after its conversion from a landfill site. The Park
was originally designed as a passive recreation facility, with an emphasis on the natural environment. In
2000 it gained Local Nature Reserve Status and in 2007 became a Site of Importance for Nature
Conservation. It is now considered one of the best places in London for watching wildlife.

The site is characterised by gently rolling hills, wildflower meadows, woodlands and wetlands and contains
an accessible range of facilities, to support wide and varied use of the park by all sectors of the community.

1.3.1 Features

ncl

General Facilities

Information Centre

Get Active

Nature & Wildlife

Car Parks (including
disabled parking bays)

Information

Volunteering

Nature Reserves

Dog exercise areas Logs and woodchips | Walking Nature Reserve
for sale Membership

Dog bins and bags Displays Cycling Bird Watching and hides

Chil drends PI| Site based Country Fishing Wildlife watching jetty
Ranger staff

Seating and Picnic Tables | Notice boards Trim Trail

Disabled Access Interpretation panels Orienteering

Toilets (including facilities | Annual programme of | Nature Trail

for the disabled and baby
changing)

events

as

udi

fi

n
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A full l'ist of the parkdés facilheati es is available
http://www.hounslow.info/parks/bedfont/BedfontLakesThingsToDo.htm.

1.3.2 History

Bedfont Lakes Country Park formed part of a large orchard that supplied Convent Garden market until the
1920s. The area was then worked for sand and gravel until the 1950s and used as a refuse site until 1973
leaving a mixture of polluted lakes, wasteland and abandoned machinery.

In 1988 Hounslow Council granted permission to Rutland Hall for the development of offices, some housing,
warehousing and light industry, on 56 acres in the northern and southern parts of the site, which had good
access to the main roads. In return, the developers created a 180 acre park on the remainder of the site,
which the Borough of Hounslow leases and manages.

To make the former landfill areas safe, two million cubic metres of soil and refuse were relocated to enable a
pipe-work system to be installed to drain off leachate and other contaminated groundwater.

Much of the soil and landfill was used to form the hills running through the middle of North Side, creating one
of the highest points in the borough, at 95 ft above sea level. The hills were seeded with a native wildflower
mix and areas of trees were planted. The existing lakes were extended and footpaths were laid out around
the site.

The park opened to the public in July 1995 and is the second largest open space to be created in London in
the 20" century. Since then it has won several national awards for its design and management, which
include the Green Flag Award, Millennium Marque and London in Bloom trophies.

1.3.3 Location and Access

The site is situated between Bedfont, Feltham and Ashford, within the London Borough of Hounslow and
forms the southwest boundary of the borough.
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