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Site Details

Name of site: Boston Manor Park

Address: Boston Manor Road, Brentford, Middlesex. TW8 9JX
Originally adopted: 2008

Review 1: 2009

Review 2: December 2009 to January 2010

Next review: October 2010

2010 revision written by Eimear Mc Kernan, Parks and Community Development Officer,
John Laing Integrated Services in partnership with Andrew Smith, Client Manager, Leisure
and Cultural Services, London Borough of Hounslow and involvement from:

e Chris Slack, Senior Ecologist, Continental Landscapes Limited;

e Michelle Morley, Business Resource Manager, John Laing Integrated Services;

e Martin Walker, Parks Contract Monitoring Officer, John Laing Integrated Services;
and

e in consultation with the Friends of Boston Manor, who donated a lot of time and effort
in the drafting of this plan.

A 5 year Management Plan for 2008 to 2013.

Originally written in 2008, as part of a 5 year management plan, and updated annually to
accommodate the Green Fl ag Judgeodsthepubinaednt s and s
Friends of Boston Manor. The wi der vi ews of Hounsl owés residen
spaces in general, were also collected via a borough-wide survey and informed the drafting of

this management plan.

To be fully reviewed and rewritten in 2012.
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Section I: Where are we now?
1.1 Introduction

Boston Manor Park is a park of great significance within the London Borough of Hounslow
owing to its historic house and the landscape in which it is set. In order to protect the park as
an asset, it has been designated as a Key Park within Hounslowd ®arks and Green Spaces
Strategic Framework. In 2005 Boston Manor Park received a Green Flag Award for the park,
which has been retained in subsequent years.

This Management Plan for Boston Manor Park provides guidance for the management and
any relevant development of the Park to the year 2013. It is used as a tool to manage the
service within the park and adopts the criteria of the Green Flag Award scheme to measure
the quality of the service against a nationally recognised standard:

Mar keting
Management

A A welcoming place

A Healthy,cusafe and se

A Cl e an -naamtdineve | |

A Sustainability

A Conservation and heritage
A Community involvement

A

A

This is the third management plan and is the natural progression from the previous two. This
plan incorporates feedback fr om t he Green Flag judges; t
observations over the year, as well as the views of the community and the park users.

The plan will be reviewed and updated on an annual basis.
This plan is a comprehensive account of all current and anticipated management issues for

the whole park with a particular emphasis on the developments programmed for 2010 and
subsequent two years. It is written by John Laing Integrated Services (JLIS), who were

he

par k

appointed, in 2008, by the London Borough of Hounslow (LBH) to manage the bor ough o6 s

parks, open spaces, libraries, arts and heritage portfolio, following a tendering process. The
maintenance of the parks and open spaces is subcontracted to Continental Landscapes Ltd
(CLL), also referred to as the subcontractor.

The new contracts have higher levels of staffing, dedicated Park Rangers and a Parks and
Community Development Officer. The Leisure and Cultural Services Team in the London
Borough of Hounslow sets the agenda for the overall operation of its parks and open spaces,
acting as the client manager for the contract. The vision of the Council is translated into
management actions by John Laing Integrated Services, which in turn informs operations
carried out on the ground by the subcontractors, Continental Landscapes. Further details on
the organisation structure can be found in section 3.8: Management Section.

The Council and the re-tendering team decided early on in the process that the Green Flag
Standard should be at the heart of the new contract and that all its Parks, Gardens and Open
Spaces should be maintained to this standard irrespective of whether they were to be entered
for a Green Flag.
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1.2 Strategic Context

The principal policy documents that influence Boston Manor Park are the Community Plan
2007, Local Area Agreement NI197, Cultural Strategy 2001 and Sport and Active Recreation
Strategy 2005. A Parks and Open Spaces Strategies will be delivered, by the London
Borough of Hounslow, in 2010 and will guide subsequent Management Plans for Boston
Manor.

Council and Community Plans

The aims, objectives and targets outlined within this management plan directly link to the
Hounslow Community Plan 2007-2010 prepared by the Local Strategic Partnership. The
enhancement and ptrtoe e Btoir @ g hoflen dppcas; kvaterways and
bi odi vieaneaf theykey objectives of the Community Plan. The Plan also recognises the
importance of parks and open spaces to the local community and its contribution towards
healthy lifestyles, learning, enjoyment and wellbeing.

The i mprovement of the boroughodés parks and open spz:
Hounslow Plan 2008. The PI an, ABuil ding Pride Borough Widebo
promi ses, one impbvethdri Bdhr o sgh @s fipar ks, | ibrafhes and

Council is hoping that the achievement of its top 10 promises will enable it to improve
wellbeing and build civic pride in the borough.

Local Area Agreement (LAA) 7 National Indicator 197: improved local biodiversity i
proportion of Local Sites where active conservation

NI197 was adoptedas part of the Bor daca AréasAgreeménb2008tii es under
2011. As a result of adopting this priority, the Hounslow Biodiversity Action Plan Partnership

aims to have approximately 60% or more of its local sites in positive conservation

management by 2011. Hounslow has over 581 hectares of public open space and 1246

hectares of urban green space which makes up roughly 30% of the borough& surface land

area. Although, the wildlife value of different open spaces varies greatly, it is estimated that

954ha of green space is managed either wholly or partly for nature conservation but many

other areas have incidental nature conservation value.

The Hounslow Biodiversity Action Plan (HBAP) is used to support the delivery of National
Indicator 197 and prioritises actions for protecting, conserving and enhancing wildlife and
habitats in the borough. The first edition of the Hounslow Biodiversity Action Plan was
published in 2003 and the new HBAP is currently being revised to bring it up to date and in
line with national and local priorities, with the aim of adopting the 5-year plan by the end of
2010, following public consultation.

Cultural Strategy 2001-2005

The Council 6s Cultural Strategy outlines t he need
sustainable river corridors and highlights the need
Sport and Active Recreation Strategy 2005-2010

TheCounci |l 6s Sport and Active Recreation Sengategy aim

of local residents and utilises sport as a vehicle to achieve this.
Parks and Green Spaces Strategic Framework

As part of Hounsl owbés Par ksFramk wGr &ern( i&p PoopoSal at
Al l ocation of Resources and Management for Parks a
2005, a hierarchy of green spaces was defined, to reflect the needs of the community, set
within the context of available budgets. 15 parks were identified as being of significant
importance to local people and classified as Key Parks. Resources for these parks were
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increased with the aim of demonstrating a marked improvement in their maintenance and
thereby establishing a series of open space exemplars that would serve to demonstrate both
to the local community and local politicians the value of investing in local parks and
furthermore, to prove that the seemingly endless spiral of decline in local open space quality
experienced over 20 years or more could be broken. Due to its intrinsic recreational value,
historical significance and the volume and diversity of its users, Boston Manor Park was
rightly identified as a Key Park in Hounslow, being the principal public park serving a large
residential population in the Hounslow East area and beyond.

Parks and Open Spaces Strategy

The Environment Department, including the Strategic Planning and Leisure Teams at the
London Borough of Hounslow are currently carrying out consultation on green space and
sports provision in the borough as part of the PPG17 study and Parks and Open Spaces
Strategy research.

The Parks and Open Spaces Strategy will be developed over the course of 2010 and the
Open Space and Sports Facility Study, based on PPG17 is due for completion in spring 2010.
These strategies will provide a framework for management and improvement of public open

spaces across the Borough and guide future Management Plans fortheBor oughoés par ks an¢
open spaces, including future Green Flag Management Plans.
1.3 Site description
Hounslow-wide, Boston Manor Park is recognised as a significant green space and an
important resource for both people and wildlife. It is the largest open space in the Brentford
area, at 34 acres, and is leystRar kass wai tihk n Hounsl owdés Par ks
Strategic Framework. Boston Manor Park lies adjacent to, and provides pedestrian links to,
the Grand Union Canal whose towpath forms part of
walking route, developed by the London Walking Forum in partnership with the relevant local
authorities.
1.3.1 Features
The main attractions and opportunities within Boston Manor Park include:
« Historic landscape and buildings
« Diverse park landscape
« Friends of Boston Manor - an active voluntary support group
e Boston Manor Tennis Club - an active Tennis club under the umbrella of Friends of
Boston Manor
e Sports areas
e« Football ptch-Homegr ound of the Spartanés youth team, an

e Good links with businesses and local schools
e Outbuildings for community and park usage

« Development of the walled garden

« Ability to use the park for large scale events

The major horticultural features include:

e Amenity land

e Annual bedding

« Herbaceous, rose and shrub borders
« Hedges

« Conservation/nature areas

« Nature trail

« Woodland planting

o Lake

e Wildflower meadow
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1.3.2 Zones
The park can be informally separated into distinctive areas, each with its own identity.

Historic and formal landscape areas - are found in the north of the site, to the front and rear
of the house and also including the areas surrounding the fenced pond. Here the features are
maintained to a higher standard, with regular edging, close cut lawns and the introduction of
additional planting to improve the amenity and visual attractiveness of this part of the site. It is
in this area that the majority of the '
specimen trees are found and it is the
shadiest part of the site with a range of
deciduous and coniferous trees. The
biggest Cedar of Lebanon tree is
thought to have been grown from a seed
planted in 1754. Extensive plantings of
yew provide deep shade to the north of
the house and have created a restful
and undisturbed part of the site. The
surrounds to the pond are much less
formal and provide a link to the nature
trail which starts in the north-west corner
of the site and broadly follows the
course of the River Brent.

Formal beds - leading away to the south of the house, the more decoratively planted formal

beds are found. There are a variety of herbaceous beds and borders as well as a number of

beds which are planted with seasonal bedding for spring and summer colour. This is also the

most Oactiveb6 part of the park with the tennis cou
chil dr en &.sThip &remprovidese docus for young families and park users. With the

car park just below the play area, the potential for this section to become heavily used is clear

and a proposal to improve the car park, including restrictions to discourage abuse by

commuters whilst encouraging use by park visitors, is in progress.

Un-maintained land - below the elevated M4 which dominates the mid-part of the site, is an
area of un-maintained land. The land is controlled by the Department for Transport and the
bridge supports are a target for unrestricted graffiti. A multi-use games area (MUGA) has
been built underneath the first section of the motorway, benefiting from the shelter of the road
and enhancing the visual appearance of the corridor beneath the bridge. The MUGA is a well-
used facility and a substantial asset to the park.

Less formal area - below the motorway is the less formal area of the park with areas of
shelter belt planting established as part of the Green Corridor initiative which serves to
provide this section with a feeling of solitude and an illusion of countryside. The shelter belts
also provide a natural division and boundary for the football pitches used by the Spartans FC
who have regular matches throughout the year.

Meadow - the lowest part of the park was originally the cricket pitch, which, considering its
relatively steep slope and propensity to flood at the bottom end, was not an ideal use for the
area. This section has been transformed into a meadow area, with a far less intensive
management plan for its maintenance. A phased programme of works has been carried out to
improve the area to support a more diverse range of habitats, including soil inversion to
provide more suitable conditions for a wide range of meadow flowers and species.

Nature Trail and Woodlands - to the west of the site are the nature trail and natural
woodland areas. This section merges gently into the River Brent and beyond towards the
industrial site on the far side of the river. There is a cycle and footpath which follows the
course of the river upstream to the Ealing hamlet of Hanwell or downriver towards the
Thames and on to central London. The nature tralil itself is a quiet and informal section of the
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park with the opportunity to walk along a short stretch of native woodland only a stones throw
from one of the busiest sections of road in the country.

1.3.3 History

The Manor of Boston was created by King Edward | about the year of 1280 by separation
from Hanwel | and grant ed Bishopsghtein the lateolPtly cemury,
which held it until the dissolution of the monasteries in 1538.

Boston Manor House was built in 1623 by Lady Mary Reade, a young widow who remarried
not long after its completion. Her second husband was Sir Edward Spencer of Althorp - an
ancestor of the late Diana, Princess of Wales. Sir Edward Spencer of Althorp and Lady Mary
were the owners of Boston Manor House in 1642, when the battle of Brentford took place

St .

He l

near by, during the Civil W@58, the gxdpertg was inrerited byMar y 6 s

her relation, John Goldsmith, on whose death in 1670 the estate of some 230 acres was sold
to James Clitherow, an East India merchant for £5,136, who extended the house to the north.
It remained the home of seven generations of the Clitherow family during the next two-and-a-
half centuries, until it became the property of the local Council in 1924.

Although Brentford had become built-up as
an industrial and disreputable area by the
second half of the 19th century, Boston
Manor House and its grounds remained
rural. A description in 1886 in The Garden
referred to the charm of the woodland walk,
a vista cut through one of the trees creating
a view of the park from the house, rose
walks and the fine kitchen garden. In 1918,
the estate had become increasingly costly to
maintain and, in order to avoid the threat of
the house being demolished and the park
developed for housing, Colonel Stracey
Clitherow sold Boston Manor House and 50
acres of land to Brentford Urban District
Council, who opened the park to the public
on 11th September 1924.

The house was badly damaged during World War Il however grants were secured for its
restoration. The works were completed and the house reopened by The Queen Mother in
1963. Part of the house was later leased to the Housing for Women Association who
converted it into flats for their members, apart from the State Rooms, and in the 1990s also
converted the stable block into self-contained flats.

The character of the park is predominantly parkland, a lake and several ancient trees,
including some fine cedars. The historic house, restored through the years, is home to the
vast majority of the London Bor ough of H o uamespaioting8 sollettionc radinly
historic views of Brentford, Chiswick and Isleworth.

1.3.4 Access

By Car: Limited car parking (approximately 50 spaces) is available in the southeast corner of
the site, with access from Boston Manor Road. Plans for the refurbishment of the car park
have been reviewed and, pending approval, it is expected that refurbishments will be in place
by spring 2010.

By Tube: Boston Manor is the nearest tube station. Exit the station, turn right and walk for %2
mile and the park is on your right.

By Bus: E8 bus from Ealing/E8 Bus from Brentford and 195 from Brentford to Southall/Hayes
buses stop outside the park and the H91 stops nearby on Great West Road

By Train: Brentford mainline, exit station turn right onto Boston Manor Road. Walk for ¥2 mile
crossing the A4 and the park is on your left.

de
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1.3.5 Location

1.3.6 Topography and Setting

Boston Manor Park is approximately 14 hectares (34 acres) in size. The highest point
coincides with the location of Boston Manor House which overlooks the site from its northern
end. Generally the park is gently sloping, but the valley of the River Brent forms a relatively
steep sided and wooded western boundary of the park. The park is bounded by Boston
Manor Road, residential housing and the headquarters of GlaxoSmithKline to the east; the
Grand Union Canal to the south and a combination of residential housing and playing fields to
the north. An elevated section of the busy M4 motorway crosses over the park from north to
south, and is a dominant feature within the park.

1.4 Profile of users

The park principally serves the community of Brentford but is also visited by residents from

further afield, including the boroughs of Hounslow and Ealing. The different sections of the

park facilitate a wide range of uses for visitors for all ages. The park is very popular for sports,

walking, jogging, social interaction, c hi | dr ends parties, community ev
relaxation and appreciation of nature and is a highly valued green space by the local

community.

The park hosts community events, the largest of which is the Brentford Festival, organised by
the Friends of Boston Manor and supported by Continental Landscapes, John Laing and
attracts external sponsorship. This is held annually in early September and attracted
approximately 10,000 people in 2009.

The parkds friends group acts as a vetodissus§ or | ocal
park issues and development. They are a frequent, recognised presence in the park and

regularly communicate with the grounds maintenance team, the local police Safer

Neighbourhood Team and the Parks and Community Development Officer in relation to park

matters.



